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 MINUTES FOR 
BRODHEAD CREEK REGIONAL AUTHORITY BOARD MEETING FOR 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021 AT 12:00 P.M. (NOON) 
 
Present: Tom Wise – Not Present  Solicitor:  John Prevoznik  
                        W. Taylor Wenck   Engineer/Water: RKR Hess/UTRS – Not Present 
  Charles A. Garris   Manager:   David S. Horton 
  Eric Scelza- By Phone  BCRA Engineer: Chris Borger – By Phone 
  Nyles Possinger   Engineer/WWTP: Glace Associates – By Phone 

Press / Public: Marc Gold - MGKF 
 
At 12:00 the virtual/conference call system was opened for public participation, and no public participation was 
present or logged in by phone.  Mr. Horton announced that the meeting was being recorded. 
 
At 12:00 pm, the Secretary Mr. Wenck called the meeting to order, as the Chairman Mr. Wise and the Vice-
Chairman Mr. Scelza were not present.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Garris and second by Mr. Possinger to approve the minutes of the Board Meeting 
held on April 7, 2021.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Wenck then opened up the meeting for public comments and there were none. 
 
Mr. Wenck then turned the meeting over to Mr. Stoner for his Engineer/WWTP report.  Mr. Horton asked the 
board if there were any questions on the engineer’s report that had been included in the agenda packet dated 
April 21, 2021 and none were given.  Mr. Horton then apprised the board of the following highlights from Mr. 
Stoner’s report: 
 

 WWTP – Mr. Horton reviewed that at the last meeting, Glace Associates had presented a letter to the 
Board defining an emergency condition existing with the Tertiary Cloth Filters, which are undergoing 
corrosion from anaerobic sludge colonies.  Mr. Stoner then reported that request for quotations were sent 
out to four (4) pre-qualified contractors for repair and coating of the three tertiary filters.  One quotation 
was received which was determined to be in line with the preliminary estimates for the project.  Mr. 
Stoner confirmed for the Board that the work continues to meet the qualifications for an Emergency 
Procurement Project based on the urgency of repair.  A motion was made by Mr. Possinger and second 
by Mr. Garris to approve JP Smith Contractors, Inc. to repair and coat three tertiary filters for a Not-To-
Exceed price of $100,000, on an emergency basis pursuant to the opinion of the Engineer.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  Regarding the Sludge Digester Conversion Project, the Authority is in the process 
trying to expedite the installation of the new diffuser systems.  There has been no word from the PADEP 
regarding the NPDES permit renewal.  The Authority continues to work on the procurement for the 
replacement of odor control carbon media.  

 
The Vice-Chairman Mr. Scleza joined the meeting at approximately 12:10PM. 
 
Mr. Wenck then turned the meeting over to Chris Borger for his report.  Mr. Horton asked the board if there 
were any questions on the engineer’s report that had been included in the agenda packet dated April 21, 2021 
and none were given.  Mr. Horton then apprised the board of the following highlights from Mr. Borger’s report:   

 Well No. 3 – The Authority is awaiting the issuance of an Operations Permit from the PADEP.  The 
Authority has reached out to Sanofi and placed them on notice of the new well coming on-line and the 
potential for a change in overall water quality. 

 Tannersville Tank and Pump Station Project – The GC and the EC are currently working towards startup 
and testing.  Substantial Completion of April 26, 2021 and Final Completion of June 25, 2021 is 
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anticipated to be extended by several weeks due to procurement difficulties and pandemic related 
delays. 

 East Stroudsburg Joint Pump Station Project – A site walk was completed with the GC and submittals 
are being reviewed.  All long lead items have been ordered with the exception of the variable frequency 
drives.  The Authority is working with the EC to confirm procurement of the VFDs, as these have been 
difficult to procure on other projects during the Covid pandemic. 

 Waterline Improvements Project – the Authority is moving ahead to replace/upgrade waterlines on 8th 
Street in the Borough this spring. The next priority will be to replace waterline on Stokes Ave however 
the Authority is being told by PennDOT that it may have to build additional pavement restoration costs 
and bonding into its project, in case PennDOT’s repaving project gets delayed or cancelled.  This 
represents a paradox for the Authority, as we are attempting to work ahead of PennDOT but appear to be 
penalized for this effort. 

 Development Projects:   
a. Smithfield Gateway Project - the Authority has provided sample agreements to the Developer’s 

counsel and is awaiting feedback. 
b. Vigon/Airstrip Road Project – The Authority is awaiting direction from Mr. Nauman regarding 

potential development of Airstrip Road and the use of an LSA Grant for waterline extension. 
 Pavement patching bids will be received and reviewed at the next board meeting. 

 
Mr. Wenck then turned the meeting over to Mr. Horton for the Manager’s report.  Mr. Horton reported on the 
following items: 

 Covid-19 Report – Authority employees are obtaining vaccinations.  A modification to the Covid 
Response Plan will be prepared once the Authority knows how many employees are not vaccinated and 
when additional guidance is provided by the CDC. 

 Projects Report: 
a. Acquisition of the PJJWA System:  A PJJWA Board meeting will be held tonight.  Mr. Horton will 

attend.  Mr. Prevoznik has reviewed PJJWA comments to the Purchase Agreement and is prepared 
to review those comments with person(s) appointed by the PJJWA or Owner Municipalities.   

b. Triannual Wastewater Municipalities Meeting was held on Friday, April 16, 2021.  Two priority 
items discussed included the Sanofi IPP Permit with an adjustment to the pH range (as provided for 
within the Sewage Treatment Agreements) and the status of Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) during 
storm events. 

c. Sanofi IPP Permit- Mr. Prevoznik reported that an Agreement has been prepared which includes a 
pH range that has been approved by all three Wastewater Municipalities.  The allocations for the 
Sanofi permit are being taken from the overall Pocono Township Allocation.  The Agreement 
acknowledges that violations have occurred and provides for payment of $300,000.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Possinger and second by Mr. Garris to Adopt Resolution 2021-02 and to Authorize the 
Manager to sign the Agreement upon getting an executed copy from Sanofi.  The motion carried 
with Mr. Scelza abstaining.     

 Finance Report –  
a. Mr. Horton reminded the Board that Statements of Financial Interest are required. 
b. The Audit Committee has met with the Auditors.  The Draft Financial Statement is in good order. 

The only unusual item to resolve involves the PA Municipal Retirement System (PMRS) which 
administrates the Authority’s pension plan.  PMRS has not issued reports due to system changes, 
personnel changes, and Covid.  The Authority is working with the Auditor who will provide two 
options for consideration by ESSA Bank:  1) Issue Draft Financial Statement and await reports from 
PMRS or 2) Issue a Final Financial Statement containing an adverse opinion, with an amendment to 
be filed later in the year when the PMRS reports have been received.   

c. Mr. Horton provided the AR report and Status of Funds report, as contained in the agenda packet. 
d. Mr. Horton reviewed the Profit and Loss Reports for 1Q21.  No problems or difficulties were 

identified or discussed. 
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 Security Report – Mr. Horton reported that the Authority will work to procure the various elements 
discussed during the last Security and IT Committee Meeting (held on March 25, 2021). 

 Planning Report – Mr. Horton reported that Pocono Township is in the process of considering 
extensions of various sewer lines.  At the request of the Authority, Pocono Township’s Engineer, 
Boucher & James, has prepared a proposal for conceptual waterline extensions.  The Authority will 
evaluate the possibility of performing waterline planning at that same time as sewer line extension 
planning. 

 
Mr. Wenck asked if there were any further questions for Mr. Horton, there being none, Mr. Wenck then turned 
the meeting over to the solicitor for his report.  Mr. Prevoznik reported to the Board that he had no new items 
for discussion.  Mr. Wise then asked the Board if there were any questions for Mr. Prevoznik, and there were 
none.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Garris and second by Mr. Possinger to pay the bills and ratify the expenditures 
through April 21, 2021.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
At this point in time Mr. Wenck asked if there was any further discussion or new business of the Board, there 
being none he adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m. 
 
David S. Horton 
Assistant Secretary 


